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great religious sanctity. It was believed to confer on the
husband immediate release from future rebirths. The
Council unanimously resolved that Sakwarbai, as a child-
less widow, should be pressed to become a sail and to burn
herself with the dead king. To hide her intrigues, she
had publicly given out that she meant to immolate herself;
and the Council waiting on her brother, won him over to
the view that if she now shrank from the ordeal, she would
stain the honour of her house. This course Tarabai also,
who detested Sakwarbai as an obstacle to her own ambitions,
eagerly supported *,

Sakwarbai had been deeply depressed at the failure
of her schemes; and when her brother urged her to commit
sati and told her that her refusal would brand with
cowardice the whole clan of the Shirkes, she had not
the firmness to refuse. On the day that her husband's
body was to be committed to the flames, she decked herself
as became a sati in her choicest robes and jewels and
attended by music was conveyed on an elephant down the
steep path, that loads from Satara fort to Satara city. At
the spot where the path meets the road to Mahuli, the
meeting place of the Yenna and Krishna rivers, a vast
multitude in mourning dress awaited her. When they
recognised the widowed queen, there went up to heaven a
great cry of "Har Har Mahadev" by way of greeting to her
and of invocation to the god Shiva. To prevent any chance
of rescue there stood, posted at various points along the
road, grim ranks of veterans, whose valour had won battles
in Guzarat and on the Narbada and whose torches had
fired the suburbs and outskirts of the imperial city. But
neither the memory of recent defeat nor the certain
prospect of a cruel and lingering death could tame the
untaraeable pride of this daughter of the Shirkes. Her
eyes wandered, as if indifferent alike to the past and the

* Chitnis Bakhar. Grant Doff is wrong m placing the entire responsibility
ot Sakwarbai's 'sati' on the Peshwa. Whatever blame attached to him must be
equally shared by the Council.